JANUARY 2021

2020 YEAR END

NEWSLETTER

While it certainly defied
expectation, our 40th
anniversary year was an
especially memorable one. As
the pandemic continued to
govern our day-to-day lives, I
am proud of our team’s ability
to rise to the challenges in
innovative and creative ways.
Whether it was re-imagining
Bread & Roses to take place
completely online, recruiting
and interviewing new Youth
Making Change cohorts
virtually, tailoring workshops

40 Years of The FUND produced by Cage Free Productions

and briefings for an online audience in unprecedented times, or conducting entire grant-cycles
digitally— our talented staff, supported by our incredible Board of Directors and Grant Making
Committee, successfully carried out our critical work all while staying safe. As an organization,
2020 summoned within us a tremendous amount of resiliency and reasserted our commitment
to advancing progressive change by strengthening movements for social, political, economic
and environmental justice. I invite you to explore and celebrate the work that the Fund for
Santa Barbara has accomplished in the second half of 2020.
Sincerely,

Marcos Vargas, PhD
Executive Director
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Grant Making Our Grant Making Committee's

Multi-Year Awards
Totaling $86,289 over three years

process was adapted to be
conducted entirely online.

Equalitech / General Support for Goleta Valley Tech Center: $10,000/year (2020, 2021, 2022)
In order to continue to thoroughly support the community's needs through turbulent times, funding will
pay for necessary operating expenses which will allow Equalitech to focus on educational programs that
benefit the wider community.
Mission: to remove barriers to learning, career opportunities and life skills by expanding free access to
technology and education.
Independent Living Resource Center (ILRC) / Rapid Response Committee: $8,763/year (2020,
2021, 2022)
Funding used to create a consumer-led Rapid Response Committee. Through the operation of the
committee, ILRC hopes to make a significant impact on policy that affects programs and services for
people with disabilities.
Mission: to promote independent living and full access for individuals with disabilities through
advocacy, education and action in our communities.
SB Alternatives to Violence Project / Alternatives to Violence Leadership Takes to the Streets:
$10,000/year (2020, 2021, 2022)
Funding used to train AVP youth helping peers to expand program into North SB County, specifically
Santa Maria and Lompoc. This expansion will also work to adapt to the specific challenges youth are
facing as a result of the pandemic.
Mission: to empower people to lead nonviolent lives through affirmation, respect for all, community
building, cooperation and trust.

Watch our 2020 Multi-Year Awards Recognition:

Through our Immigrant
Legal Defense Fund, The
Santa Barbara County
Immigrant Legal Defense
Center received $6,000 to
support a four monthmentorship program for their
staff attorney, building on
ILDC's ability to quickly retain
and represent immigrant
families in deportation
proceedings.
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Emerging
Needs
Awards

In a continued effort to assist organizations as they navigate
challenges brought on by unforeseen extraordinary circumstances
exacerbated by the pandemic, the FUND awarded six Emerging
Needs Grants — totaling $23,813 — in the second half of 2020.

Cooperation Santa Barbara The economy has been failing many for some time. But the coronavirus
pandemic exposed in a stark way the already existing structural inequalities, exacerbated by race,
class, gender, and so forth. Cooperation Santa Barbara was awarded $5,000 to support research in its
efforts of building a solidarity economy and cooperative movement, and developing specific coops -the focus being the two critical issues of housing and food insecurity.
Lower Westside Community Center was awarded $1,174 to support the celebration of the 30 year
anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act. The ADA 30th Anniversary Committee is a group of
local progressives came together to plan “Disability Truth“ to mark the 30th anniversary of the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). This event was held online and featured a community open mic
to mark the anniversary of the landmark civil rights act passed on July 26th, 1990.
AHA! was awarded $5,000 for curriculum development, staffing, and outreach for AHA!'s Spanish
language social-emotional learning (SEL) certification workshops. AHA! views their Spanish Language
SEL Certification Workshops as empowering skill-building opportunities for Latinx community members
—which they view as especially important during the intensified physical distancing of the pandemic.
Corazon Del Pueblo was awarded $5,000 to support their Somos Esenciales (We are Essential) mural
project. Somos Esenciales was born out of Youth and residents' desire to see themselves and their
culture represented and reflected in the Santa Maria community. The mural gives them a sense of
belonging, increases individual efficacy, improves human capital through art by validating individual
voices, and connects them to their creative selves.
Showing Up for Racial Justice's Santa Maria Chapter was awarded $5,000 to use towards creation
of their website and towards hosting ongoing anti-racist community dialogues. The website creation
(web design and hosting) seeks to capture newfound interest in membership with a lens on long-term
sustainability. The anti-racist workshop component (honoraria, interpretation, and translation) will look
at police reform (ie its white supremacy roots, reform recommendations, etc.) while centering the
experiences of the BIPOC community and creating a safe space for all.
American Association of University Women’s Virtual Dual Language Candidate Forums was
awarded $2,640 in support of the Lompoc-Vandenberg Branch hosting a series of 3 candidate forums
focused on Lompoc and the Congressional race. The purpose of AAUW is to empower women as
individuals and as a community. For more than 130 years, we have worked together as a national
grassroots organization to improve the lives of millions of women and their families. The objective of
AAUW is gender equity and access to opportunity for all.
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Mickey Flacks Social Housing Fund
In October, we announced the establishment of the Mickey
Flacks Social Housing Fund to support housing justice efforts
in our region while honoring Mickey's commitment to fighting
for tenants rights and affordable housing. The fund will
provide a stream of funding to encourage community
organizing, education and initiative aimed at advancing efforts
at social housing in Santa Barbara County.

YOUTH
YOUTH MAKING
MAKING CHANGE
CHANGE
North County Board

Achante Smith,18
Facilitator

Joelene Velasco,17
Facilitator

Adan Garcia, 13

Alicia Vasquez, 17

Andres
Ramirez-Enriquez, 17

Cristhy Olvera, 17

Demerie Diel, 15

Eduardo Salgado, 16

Graciela Lopez, 16

Harry Mullen, 17

Jasmin Olivera, 15

Jesus Martinez, 17

Jimena Zapeda
Zarate, 17

Katrina Rodriguez, 17

Mickayla Piñon, 15

Olivia Patterson, 18

Sean
Knowlton-Moyers, 18

Tiffany Vuong, 17
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Wendy Chavez, 17

Carlos Gonzalez, 15

Jamielynne Lomibao, 15

Navy Sims, 17

After having received an unprecedented amount of board applications, our new Youth Making
Change Boards started the 2020-2021 YMC year with 22 members respectively— our largest
cohorts to date. North and South County coordinators adapted the YMC program to be held
entirely online. As a result of the pandemic and the many challenges youth clubs and groups faced
in organizing and meeting, the YMC deadline was pushed into December so as to provide
applicants more time for preparation. Both North and South cohorts meet on a bi-weekly basis and
in December learned how to conduct applicant interviews and site visits completely online. It is
important to recognize the many challenges that youth are facing as a result of the pandemic. We
commend our Youth Making Change cohorts for their commitment to working towards social
change with the FUND. We strive to find ways to keep them engaged while elevating the voices of
our communities’ youth!

South County Board

Karissa Fields, 18
Facilitator

Roz Borah, 17
Facilitator

Alexandra Mora, 18

Alina Villa, 17

Angelica Ramirez
Raygoza, 18

Clare Schneider, 17

Dawson Kelly, 16

Evelyn Marion, 17

Evyn Dalforno, 17

Halie Bissell,17

Hanady Shaqur, 17

Kim Mendoza, 15

Isa Alarcon, 17

Madeline Gunderson, 17

Madeline Miller, 17

Marco Gomez, 13

Margherita Scussat, 15

Maribel Meza, 16

Shakira Mamalompong, 17

Sophie Borden, 15

Victoria Hernandez, 18
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Victoria Leyva, 16

Building Capacity

Regional Equity Study

This study— a
collaborative effort by
the FUND, the USC
Equity Research Institute,
and the UC Santa
Barbara Blum Center on
Poverty, Inequality, and
Democracy— is designed
to provide a regional
equity analysis based on
key social, economic, and
environmental indicators
and qualitative
components designed to
serve as an equitycentered road map for
our region’s long-term
recovery from, not only
the current pandemic
and upcoming economic
downturn, but also the pre-existing structural inequities deeply rooted in our economy. In the second
half of 2020, we conducted 12 community consultations with a broad array of over 100 community
stakeholders who contributed their insight and helped inform our data and community-engaged
research initiative.

Additional Collaborations
Central Coast Climate Justice Network
Central Coast Immigrant Network
Lompoc Prison Task Force
Regional Capacity Building Collaborative
Santa Barbara Foundation Roundtable
Ventura County & Santa Barbara County Funders Forum
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FUND-Hosted Workshop Offerings
July 2020
A Call to Justice: A Discussion of Community-Based Initiatives to
End Racism and Build a Just, Prosperous, Sustainable Economy
A discussion with four extraordinary leaders working to forge strategies
at the state and local levels to rebound the economy while advancing
economic, environmental, and racial equity. Our panelists will highlight
the role of the Schools & Communities First (Proposition 15) statewide
tax reform initiative, the FUND-led Regional Equity Study, and other
efforts to leverage this moment to build a more just and inclusive
economy.
July & August 2020
Granted! Proposal Writing for Social Change
This three-part workshop was designed for grassroots and social
change organizations interested in enhancing their grant seeking and
proposal writing skills. In this environment of scarce resources, the
ability to write a grant proposal is an essential skill in the nonprofit
sector, particularly for organizations advocating on behalf of people
who have been marginalized.

September 2020
Take a Stance! Nonprofit Civic Engagement & The Ballot Box
A conversation of dialogue and action, as Geoff Green, CEO of SBCC
Foundation and Board Member of the California Association of
Nonprofits, sets the stage of the current social and political climate
and how nonprofits can be involved. This introduction is followed by
an informational presentation on the ins and outs of what nonprofits
can and can’t do when engaging in political work by Nona Randois, CA
Director for the Alliance for Justice Bolder Advocacy Project.
October 2020
Planning a Successful Fundraising Sprint Campaign
Learn the basics of a sprint campaign—a short-term fundraising drive
—including setting realistic goals, putting together your fundraising
team, finding ways to stay on track amidst everything going on in the
world. This unprecedented time of uncertainty and physical distancing
is putting particular strain on fundraising efforts, particularly for
smaller social change organizations and especially those with limited
resources to leverage in fund development.
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December 2020
Know Your Rights!
A Discussion with the National Lawyers Guild - Central Coast, designed
to inform participants about subjects including: The role of law
enforcement at protests, permit requirements for public
demonstrations, and personal rights when engaging with law
enforcement.

Visit our Library of Workshop Resources & Recordings

Santa Maria & Lompoc Activist Brown
Bag Lunches (online)

In the second half of 2020, we held 6 monthly Lompoc &
Santa Maria Valley Activist Brown Bag Lunches, with the
highest engagement in recent memory— an open and
informal space for activists, advocates and organizers to
learn from one another and share about our work building
more just communities locally while nurturing North
County’s social change ecosystem.

Individual Consulting
In the second half of 2020 The FUND provided roughly 500
hours of individual consulting, technical support, and
training to established and emerging organizations in our
region through our Capacity Building Program.

Regional Capacity
Building Collaborative
The FUND is a proud participant of the recently-established
Regional Capacity Builders Collaborative co-convened by
the Cal-Lutheran University’s Center for Nonprofit
Leadership, NPRN, Santa Barbara Foundation, Ventura
County Community Foundation, SBCC Foundation,
Association of Fundraising Professionals, Just Communities,
Pepperdine University, and Visionality.

SPONSORSHIPS:

CAUSE / Raising Justice Fundraiser (September 2020)
Santa Barbara Independent /SBCAN Journalism Fund
(Initiated November 2020 - Ongoing 2021)
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REVAMPED COMMUNITY
CALENDAR
We’re excited to continue elevating
the visibility of our revamped online
Progressive Community Calendar
where you can add and glean
upcoming virtual and in-person local
events— check it out and contribute
your events!
Visit our Community Calendar HERE
ADVOCACY & LOBBYING
RESOURCES & NOVEMBER 2020
ENDORSEMENTS
The FUND curated vetted resources
on how nonprofits can boldly
advocate, lobby, and engage in
elections and provided voters with
ballot measure endorsements for
the November 2020 Election
Explore our Voting Tools HERE
COVID-19 RESOURCE PAGE
As a response to the pandemic, we
maintained a response page to help
ensure that we are all able to
continue operating on a functional
level as individuals, organizations,
and as a community.
Explore Resource Page HERE

On October 10, 2020, we celebrated 40 BOLD years of The Fund for
Santa Barbara at our reimagined Bread & Roses community
celebration. Our 27th celebration took place safely & boldly online and
was streamed live from QAD Headquarters. We were honored to be
joined by special guests Dolores Huerta & Jane Fonda, as well as
musical guest Perla Batalla. Dick Flacks received the Nancy Alexander
Founder's Award on behalf of his late wife, our dear Mickey Flacks—
and the inaugural Firebrand Award was presented to local youth, Shakir
Ahmad and Talia Hamilton, for their leadership in organizing actions
around racial justice and Black Lives Matter.
Thanks to the support of our incredible sponsors, committed donors,
and cherished volunteers and guests—we raised over $150,000 for
Change, Not Charity™! While we certainly missed being able to
celebrate in person, we absolutely felt the joy of community on this
special day. Special thanks to all who contributed to the programming,
especially co-chairs Gary Clark and Wendy Sims-Moten!

Many thanks to our
generous sponsors!
Hutton Parker Foundation
Santa Barbara Independent
Cage Free Productions
Santa Barbara Foundation
Cox
West Beach Films
KCRW
Mission Wealth
QAD
UFCW Local 770
Allan Hancock College
Cottage Health
Boston Trust Walden
Fielding Graduate University

Impulse Advanced Communications

McCune Foundation
SEIU Local 620
Pacific Premier Bank
Jenny VanSeters
eji experiences

Voices Translation and Interpreting Services
Tri-Valley Trophies & Specialties Co.

Watch the full recording of Bread & Roses, produced by West Beach Films:

Food & Beverage
Charcuter'Dee & Fromagerie
The Garden
Industrial Eats
The Lark
Loquita
Opal Restaurant & Bar
Via Maestra 42
Au Bon Climat
Buttonwood Winery & Vineyard
Fiddlehead Cellars
Institution Ale Company
Municipal Winemakers
Seagrape
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WE MOVED IN DECEMBER!
After over a decade at 26 W. Anapamu, we
relocated our South County office to 1219 State
Street (rear), into a building owned by our longtime supporter, the Hutton Parker
Foundation. While we will certainly miss the
space that served as a dynamic place of
community meeting and creating, we embrace
this change with excitement for the future
For the foreseeable time ahead, FUND staff will
continue to work on a mostly remote basis.
When safely possible, we look forward to
welcoming you into our new office.
Our new South County mailing address is: PO
Box 90710 Santa Barbara, CA 93190- 0710.
Stay connected:

THANK YOU TO OUR INCREDIBLE TEAM!
Board of Directors
Rev. Julia Hamilton - President
Kate Adams - Vice President
David Landecker - Vice President
Donna Will - Treasurer
Jennifer Hooten - Secretary
Susan Wax - Board Liaison to GMC

Maria Garcia-Cacique - GMC Liaison to Board

Ruth Ackerman
Marsha Bailey
Diane Fujino
Chelsea Lancaster
Alejandra Mahoney
LeeAnne McNulty
Alice O'Connor
Andrew Oman
Pedro Paz
Ted Rhodes
Gloria Soto
Alexis Weaver
1219 State Street, Santa Barbara, CA 93101
Mailing: PO Box 90710 Santa Barbara, CA 93190-0710
120 E. Jones Street, Suite 110, Santa Maria, CA 93454
Santa Barbara: 805-962-9164 | Santa Maria: 805-922-1707

Grant Making Committee
Jennifer Navarro - Co-Chair
Suzanne Valery - Co-Chair
Emily Allen
Feliciano Aguilar
Maria Garcia-Cacique
Lupita Cervantez
Brian Hollander
JP Herrada
Rachel Johnson
Lawanda Lyons-Pruitt
Wendi Pacheco
Lucerito Salgado
Vickey Smith
Bob Thiel
Susan Wax - GMC Liaison to
Board
In Memoriam - Bill Skeen
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Staff
Marcos Vargas - Executive Director
Patricia Solorio - Associate Director
Alina Rey Keswani - Development &
Communications Manager
David Melendrez - YMC Coordinator
Hugo Valdovinos - Operations Supervisor
Kristin Hsu - Development Associate
Lennea Lopez - Administrative Assistant
Stanley Tzankov - Capacity Building Manager
Tania Reyes - Grants Associate

Interns
Cali Poeu Huynh
Cristhy Olivera Perez
Sara Viskanta

