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By Elena Richardson, Fund for SB 

WHAT SETS THE FUND FOR 
SANTA BARBARA APART FROM 
OTHER FOUNDATIONS? In 
traditional philanthropic giving, 

the people who control the wealth also 
control distribution. In order to empower 
the community and the foundation, 
the Fund follows a different model of 
grant-making. The Board of Directors is 
responsible for securing the funding for 
the foundation through their own gifts 
and fundraising efforts. The Grant-Making 
Committee, consisting of community 
activists, determines how funds should be 
distributed according to the needs of the 
community. 

“The Grant-Making Committee is 
composed of a diverse group of people 
that have knowledge of and experience 
working in many of the ‘issue areas’ 
that the Fund supports,” shared Amy 
Buesker, Grant-Making Committee Co-
chair. “This allows us to have first-hand 
accounts of the work that is being done 
in the community which leads to a well-
informed decision making process.”   

Members of the Grant-Making 
Committee review grant proposals each 
year, make site visits to prospective 
grantees, and make decisions with respect 
to the granting of funds to carry out the 
mission of the foundation. At the end 
of each grant cycle, the Grant-Making 
Committee meets with the Board and 
describes each project which is being 
recommended for funding.

“Being part of the Fund’s commitment 
to support grass-roots social change is 
such an honor,” shared Dondra R. Lopez, 
Grant-Making Committee Co-chair, “as is 
witnessing voices which have traditionally 
been ignored and oppressed finding their 
power through access to Fund grants and 
technical support.”

The Fund for Santa Barbara believes 
charity, while providing basic needs, does 
not challenge the root causes of societal 
conditions such as violence, poverty, 
racism, illness, and prejudice. The Fund 
supports projects and organizations 
which seek to advocate, organize, and 
educate, funding local organizations 
which work to end discrimination of 
every kind, advocate for the rights of 
workers, promote self-determination in 
low-income and disenfranchised portions 
of our community, or promote peace and 
responsible government. The Fund also 
provides organizations with leadership 
training to ensure that their projects will 
succeed.

Since its founding in 1980, the Fund 
has awarded over $5 million to more than 
1,000 projects.

Members of the Grant-Making 
Committee include: Kate Adams, Emily 
Allen, Amy Buesker, Maria Cacique, 
Gloria Liggett, Dondra R. Lopez, Lawanda 
Lyons-Pruitt, Raul Razo, Linda Solin, 
Patricia Solorio, Gloria Soto, Ish Ulloa, 
and Renner Wunderlich.

With 13 members on it’s roster, the 
Grant-Making Committee recently 
welcomed five new members.  
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Lucerito Salgado – As a first-generation Latina, Salgado graduated 
from Allan Hancock College in 2009. She was awarded the Marian 
Hancock Scholarship, AHC’s most prestigious honor. Salgado 
graduated with honors (Summa Cum Laude) from California State 
University, Fresno in May 2012 with a Bachelor’s of Arts degree in 
Mass Communication and Journalism with two options in Broadcast 
Journalism and Public Relations, a minor in Spanish and a Co-
Curricular Leadership Certificate. She is the founder of the ¡Motívate! 
Conference and movement, which aims to motivate and inspire 
Latino students to continue their higher education opportunities.  

Dr. Suzanne Valery – Valery moved to 
Central Coast in 2004 after 26 years in San Diego, to assume the role 
of director of institutional grants for Allan Hancock College. She 
recently retired from AHC and is now seeking meaningful volunteer 
work. Valery currently serves as the president of the community’s 
homeowners association and also volunteers with Spokes Nonprofit 
Support Center in San Luis Obispo, offering workshops on various 
grant-related topics. 
David Moore – The Rev. Dr. David N. 
Moore, Jr. is an ecumenical teacher and 
author. He selected Communication Studies 

as an undergraduate major at the University of California, Santa 
Barbara with the aspiration of working in television news, but after 
transferring to UC San Diego, he responded to another calling, that 
of biblical scholarship and teaching. Moore leads two congregations, 
one in Santa Barbara and the other in Oxnard. He earned his Master’s 
degree from St. Stephen’s University in New Brunswick, Canada, and 
currently holds an appointment to adjunct faculty there, teaching 
Ancient Mediterranean History. He also holds a Theology Doctorate 
from the University of South Africa. 

Ralph Ybarra – Born and raised in Santa Maria, CA, Ybarra 
graduated from Santa Maria High School in 1995 and attended 
Antioch University, Santa Barbara, graduating in 2009 with a 
Bachelor’s in Liberal Arts. Ybarra is currently the Program Manager at 
Community Action Commission of Santa Barbara County (CACSB) 
and has worked there for over 16 years. CACSB creates opportunities 
for Santa Barbara County families to achieve stability. Ybarra provides 
management for the North County Region; a coach, mentors, 
supervises and trains staff. Ybarra plays key roles on the Childcare 
Planning Council, ECE SB Leadership Committee, and runs the 
CAC Toys for Tots Program alongside fellow CAC manager, Maggie 

Suarez. Ybarra recently completed the Emerging Leaders Program through leading from 
within; developing the next generation of nonprofit leaders in Santa Barbara County. Ybarra 
has worked in the early childhood field for 20 years and is passionate 
about the emotional, social, and physical development of young 
children. Ybarra is immersed in the early childhood field and is an 
advocate for children and young people. 
Eunice Gonzalez – Gonzalez is a non-conforming Latina woman. 
An alumna of Central Coast Future Leaders, she helped direct their 
Summer Leadership Camp in 2016. Gonzalez is a first-generation 
college graduate with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Chicana/o Studies 
from UCLA. She currently works as the College Site Coordinator for 
UCSB Early Academic Outreach Program. A Santa Maria native, and 
an alumna of Santa Maria High School. Eunice Gonzalez
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New Grant-Making Committee Members

The Fund for Santa Barbara Grant Making Committee, Board, Staff and Interns celebrate the Fund’s 
grantees at their biannual celebration. Save the Date for the Spring Grant Awards at the Lobero 
Theatre Courtyard taking place on Tuesday, June 13th from 5 to 7pm.


